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What are the things you  

already know about to 

do with your topic? 

What things might be related? 

How can you change the question so 

it reflects you interests or things you 

are curious about?  

Don’t forget that you 

can use Eclipse to 

search for topics as 

well as books. 

Use the Advanced search link to 

get to this page so you only get 

relevant results.  

Blogs 
Journals 

Encyclopaedias 

People 

Newspapers 

Eclipse 

Previous learning 

Textbook 



Make a start using Moodle—Library 

Information—Alternative Resources—

Britannica Encyclopaedia. What do you 

think are the main themes?  

Where else could you go for infor-

mation? Do you want to adjust 

your question?  

How long ago was 

it last updated?  

Where is the 

website based? 

What does the URL 

tell you?  

Is there evidence? 

Or is it opinion?  

Should you use 

this website? 

Keywords for the book may 

need to be broader, are there 

related words you could look 

for? 

Do you trust 

the author? 

When was it 

published? 

Which country 

was it published 

in? 

Does the index 

have any 

keywords in? 
Does the 

information fit with 

what you already 

know? 

Is it at the right 

level for you?  

Should you use 

this book? 

Is the website 

written by someone 

you trust? 

Keywords for the internet 

need to be specific. Are 

there different versions of 

the same word? 

Is all your evidence equally 

important? Is some of it better 

than others?  

Do a plan of your final product. 

Have you used a variety of 

conjunctives? 

However, Nevertheless, Despite, In 

relation to, consequently,  

Does your answer 

actually answer the 

question?  

What is your opinion? Do you 

have a bias?  

Was all the 

information you 

needed stated? Was 

any of it implied?  



 Research is a conversation—you have read 

other people’s thoughts, opinions and evidence 

and used them to come up with your opinion and a 

contribution to the conversation. Keep a list of the 

different resources you use so you can find them 

again.  

Book 

“Title”, Author. Publisher, Date. Pages used.  

Example: 

“The Spook’s Apprentice”, Joseph Delaney. 

Orion, 2014. p100-101 
Website 

“Heading of webpage”, Author or organisation. 

Name of website, Date last updated. Heading of 

paragraph used (with URL in brackets).  

Example:  

“Year 8 information”, Cambourne Village College. 

Cambourne Village College, June 2015. Tutor Team 

(http://www.cambournevc.org/Year-8).  

Blog 

Title of specific post, Author(s) Year, Blog 

name, viewed Day Month Year, (URL) 

Example: 

Advent Calendars, Zoe Sugg, 2014. Zoella, 

viewed 16th June 2015, (http://

www.zoella.co.uk/) 

Journal or Magazine article 

“Title of article”. Author, Year, Title of magazine, 

Issue number. page range. 

Example: 

“Why cycling is the best hobby”. S.Sumner, 2015. 

Cycling Monthly, 5. p23-26. 

Pictures 

Name of picture, Artist’s name (Date).  URL 

Date accessed. 

Example: 

Starry Night, Vincent Van Gogh (1889). Van 

Gogh Museum, accessed 16/06/2015. 

Do a bibliography at the end of your 

work to show all the resources that 

you used—even if you didn’t quote 

from them.  

Answer these questions to help you do even 

better next time: 

 

What went well with your research?  

 

What could have gone better?  

 

What could you change so it’s better next 

time?  

 


